

Hello Everyone,
Today as I write this it’s a lovely warm sunny day here in Glasgow and as I look out through the office window I am confronted by a very new large storage building which really doesn’t enhance my view over the rooftops of Glasgow!  Instead this building now shuts out some of my light and as I have watched its progress I have become aware that many of things that were part of the view from my window can no longer be seen because this new structure has shut them out.

In many ways the office window is a bit like our lives – often we allow things to come between us and the Lord Jesus, so shutting out His light and the things that he wants to reveal to us!    Sadly we can do nothing about the building in front of my office window, but when things begin to press in on us and take over we can call upon the Holy Spirit to tear down those “structures” which have become a hindrance to the light of God’s love shining through us.
Ann
The focus of this edition of the Newsletter is on the Pacific Fellowship – so enjoy reading about the work going on in that part of the world.
From our International President
Co-workers in Brigade,

Recently, I was challenged by a story I heard from a friend about three businessmen who were rushing to the airport to catch their flight back home after being away from home attending a business meeting in another city.  As this was the last flight for the day, they were frustrated because they were caught up in a traffic jam on their way to the airport.  When they got to the airport, they were relieved to find that they were in time for the flight.  They walked by the side walk to get into the airport building.   In their rush, they did not see a young girl who was selling apples on the side walk.  They were so engrossed in the discussion they were having and accidentally bumped into the table and the apples went flying across the street.  They stopped and looked at each other, looked at their watches, and said, no-way!  We are not going to miss the flight for this, so they went off and left the young girl picking up her apples.  One of them looked back and saw the girl crying as tried to pick up her wares.  He told his friends to go on and check in.  They said to him, "oh man, you are not going back to pick those", their friend simply smiled and told them to call his wife and let her know that he might not be going home that evening.  

He went back to the young girl and as he started to help her pick up the apples, he saw that the girl was blind.  Most of the apples were smashed and spoilt.  After picking up all the apples he took out his wallet and gave her a $100 bill and said to her "this is for all the spoilt apples".  The girl lifted her head and smiled at him and said "Thank you sir".  He then started to walk away to find a place to stay the night.  When he had walked a few steps, the girl called to him "Sir, sir!" - he came back to her and said, "yes, what can I do for you?”  The girl, with a serious face, asked, "ARE YOU JESUS?"  The man was silent for a moment, and said, "No, I am not, why do you ask?"  The girl replied, "I have always known that Jesus is a kind person, and you sir have been kind to me".  As the man went away, he heard on the intercom that the flight that he was going to catch had been delayed due to bad weather!

I said I was challenged by the story because a lot of times we have opportunities to emulate our Lord, but most times we fail to take these opportunities to show the love of God and demonstrate that we are followers of Jesus.  An act of kindness and love brings Christ closer to others.  Look out for opportunities to Rise and Shine for Jesus each day, and let others be blessed through you.  In little things, let others see Jesus in you.  

Ruth Chikasa

IP

**********
Greetings from the Pacific Fellowship
 

It was a great pleasure for New Zealand to host the International President’s Committee for their meeting in April and then to have IP Ruth Chikasa at the Pacific Fellowship Conference a week later.  

During our AGM we looked at updating the Constitution and Rules and Procedures to align it more with International.  We shared craft skills and covered sessions on Leadership Training, presenting award subjects and devotions in a fun way.  We also made a decision to supply a satchel with a complete training kit for each of the Islands - most countries do not have everything needed in the one place. We are hoping that this will help the trainers to have their own kits.

 

The NZ National Conference was held June and a Coffee cup was put out with the Pacific Fellowship display asking for donations.  The appeal was to help Training in Vanuatu.  In Vanuatu it costs $330NZ to attend a training workshop by air - half that if they go by boat but it takes two days.   Also Photocopying paper is very expensive.  We pay $4.50 they pay $13.00 per ream.  $170.00 was raised and was delivered with P2 boxes of photocopying paper by a NZ leader holidaying in that area.

 

American Samoa - Still working with two Companies in American Samoa one commissioned officer in each company and run with helpers.  At the present time they are trying hard to recruit more girls and also leaders.  The object is not only to grow the present companies but to enthuse churches to have their own companies and see GB as a Mission outreach.  It is planned to go over and conduct training and up skill the present leaders.  It would also be an appropriate time to help GB American Samoa to be seen as part of an International organisation.

 

Australia - Coral Anderson is the new National Commissioner in Australia.  They have been looking at Strategies.  One of the best strategies they have been using is to participate in quite a few major community Youth events which are in turn helping to lift the GB profile. 

Cook Islands - numbers are stable and they are continuing to work on updating their programmes, Duke of Edinburgh Scheme numbers are growing and candidates for Queen’s Award are continuing to grow.

 

Kiribati - Three ladies have formed a committee to start GB.  These ladies see a need in their country for practical skills for their girls and are talking to Youth organisations within the various churches.

 

Niue – holding a Pacific Fellowship Fonomarae in 2009.   Countries have places for five girls and two leaders; we expect the girls to participate fully then go back and talk about their experiences in their own countries.

 

Papua New Guinea – They were awarded a Grant for their Seed project in 2005 – this involves them in making clothing, jewellery and craft then taking the items to market to sell. Progress is slow and communication is even more of a hassle.  The leadership is working in a positive way but needs our prayers for some young women to work alongside Winnie and reach up into the Highlands area

 

Solomon Islands – After the Earthquake and Tsunami Joy the National Organiser has not been able to do very much work for GB as she is on the Trauma team to help people cope with the experiences they have been through. We do know that many of the buildings/homes have been damaged and many people are camping out until buildings can be rebuilt.  The livelihood of these people has also been affected as many fed their families and made a living by fishing.  However on a positive note in one of the Islands (Munda) not far from the affected area two new officers and a girl has completed her gold leadership chevron. 

 

Tonga – We will be working alongside the Boys’ Brigade to carry out training with ladies in August/September of this year.  We have had to do this as the men say what is going to happen in this country - women do as they are told!  

 

Tuvalu - there are eight Islands in the Tuvalu group and each has a Girls’ Brigade Company.   All have a leader who is generally the Minister’s wife and one /two officers and helpers. The lady trained to be the trainer has left for New Zealand (husband moved to a parish very quickly) before she could train anyone else. There is a need for trainers to train others before this happens again. 

 

Vanuatu - Training there was truly an awesome experience.  We started with 21 ladies, next day 40, third day a man wanted to join in!   It was a really great week with lots of training being covered and man of the leaders are now far more confident in what they are supposed to be doing in GB.  Also met with church leaders and trainers from within the church and they were surprised at the quality of the training provided.  There is also much interest in getting BB started in the churches and this information has been passed on to BB in NZ for them to action.  Vanuatu has received a SEED grant which will help them open an Opportunity Shop (selling second hand clothing) and will give the girls skills in shop management and also teach them sewing. 

 

Please pray for the Pacific nations - all have specific needs and travelling from Island to island because of the huge distances is sometimes impossible.

 

Yours in GB Service

Janice Zachan

Pacific Fellowship Chairperson
**********

New Zealand’s new National Commissioner writes:
Look at our now!

Most of us might admit to not really liking change.  In fact a whole industry has been set up to help people, especially in the corporate world, to cope with change.  We like what is familiar and comfortable, no matter that it no longer quite does the job or serves the purpose.

That is why when that dreaded time comes to update our Girls’ Brigade uniforms we have such “enthusiastic” discussions on how and when they should be introduced (if at all), what garments will actually be included in the range, and what about the cost ? and where will the girls wear their awards ? etc.   With few mothers with sewing machines and the skills (and time) to put together a uniform these days, we felt it was important that the uniforms would be available ready made through a local retailer who had outlets throughout New Zealand.

The process has now been worked through by GBNZ and voted on at our recent National Conference.   The addition of a sash to carry awards will be available for purchase from our GBNZ shop.  This sash has been cleverly designed to stop it slipping off the shoulder.

Christine Brunt

National Commissioner

New Zealand

* To view New Zealand’s “Now Look” you need to visit the International Website – the text and photo version of this issue of the Newsletter
Kia Ora, Greetings from New Zealand!
My name is Sarah Jaggs and I’ve recently taken up the role of the National Youth Representative for Girls’ Brigade New Zealand.

First off, a little about me. I’ve been in GB since I was 6 (I’m 20 now!) and now I run the Pioneer section for my company 3rd Manurewa (Auckland). I work full time in NZ’s Public Service and I’m working towards a Bachelor of Arts degree in Classical Studies.
Here in New Zealand being the National Youth Rep means that I attend the National Executive meetings three times a year and in between those I read and answer emails, reports, newsletters and the like.  I try to keep in regular contact with the Area Youth Reps and they keep me updated with what’s happening within their areas.  I keep them updated with what’s happening nationally and voice their views at the National Executive meetings and at our National Conference.  At our annual Conference the Youth Rep organises and then runs the Youth Forum, which is run co-currently with National Conference.
I see the role of Youth Rep as being an important link between the girls and the national body of GBNZ.  Having someone that they know is there to represent them I think is a great encouragement for the girls when they raise issues and voice their opinions.
My main aim this year is to improve the lines of communication between the National Youth Rep and the Area Youth Reps.  I’ve started up a monthly newsletter that is going to go out to the Area Reps with updates of national happenings, and articles etc. that the girls have contributed.

Well that’s all from me

God Bless

Sarah
**********
News from Australia
Girls’ Brigade in Australia is celebrating 80 years – this is how it all began!
Once upon a time – Amy Robinson was born in 1905 in England, and, as she was growing up was a member of the 1st Sidcup Company of The Girls’ Life Brigade in Kent in England.  In 1926, when she was a young woman of 21 years of age, she migrated to Australia and took up a job as a cook at the Wyalkatchem Hospital.

How different her world must have been!

Today a trip to Wyalkatchem would take some two and half hours by car from Perth.  In 1926 it would have been along journey into foreign countryside … none of England’s lush green to welcome her!

Wyalkatchem was and still is a very typical West Australian wheat belt town.  The meaning of the Wyalkatchem has been lost – it was thought to have been derived from an aboriginal word meaning dingo.

In 1927, at 22 year of age, Amy Joyce Robinson formed the 1st Wyalkatchem Company at the Methodist Church.

The GLB headquarters in London made Amy a commissioned officer on 14 November 1927.  In 1927 Amy married Percy Humphrey and in 1930 they moved to Brookton and Dorothy Grant led the company until it closed in 1931.

In 1928, and English officer, Miss Winfred Harris (formerly a member of 2nd London Company) began a company at the South Creek Methodist Church, Dee Why, NSW.  The church records show that the company continued for some years, maintaining regular meetings and holding Church Parades, but closed when the captain returned to the United Kingdom.

These were two of only thirty overseas companies in existence in April 1931.

When they migrated to Australia Amy Robinson and Winfred Harris brought with them their love for Brigade and their enthusiasm to teach girls to Seek, Serve and Follow Christ.  They faced a difficult task but in 2007 we are celebrating the success of Brigade in Australia for these past 80 years, and we look forward with excitement to what Brigade holds in the future.

Many of our States are celebrating throughout 2007.  Here are what Australian Capital Territory (ACT) and Western Australia have done so far –
80th Year Celebrations in the ACT – Girls’ Brigade ACT celebrated our 80th birthday with a party at Big Splash Pool Complex.  Over 100 girls with their families braved the uncertain stormy weather conditions for an evening of sliding and fun.  The rain and storms stayed away and we concluded the event with a birthday cake which was cut by the oldest and youngest members of GB ACT.
80th Year Dinner Celebration – WA
Having only just started working at Girls’ Brigade that week, it was eye opening to attend the Annual Conference and 80th Dinner Celebration, held as a combined event on the last day of March.

The dinner was served by young leaders and there was a lot of talking and laughing as ladies of all ages and history with Brigade came together to remember old times and to look forward to the next 80 years!

Past and recent State and National Commissioners were there, spanning nearly forty years service – quite something!

I can see there is a passion in those who attended and those involved with Brigade, for the Lord’s work to go on, and for Brigade to be relevant to girls in this age.

**********

News from other parts of the world

GB Tanzania - “The best safari ever!”
I have continued to have a busy time with Girls’ Brigade safaris on Saturdays and Sundays. Yesterday as we came home, Winnie and Gloria were so excited and said it was the best safari they had ever been on!  I wasn’t so sure as actually it seemed to be one of those days when nothing goes to plan.  Instead of eight girls and officers, I only had the two, as communications and arrangements had not quite worked out.  We got to Nyambono and waited for an hour and nobody came.  Then we got a message that they were waiting at Kamatonde, a village I had never been to before.  So we set out in the direction (not many roads to choose from), but still had to ask a few people to find the way.  Finally we came to a road which had great big ditches, holes and as far as I was concerned was impassable, despite the encouragement and advice from passers by.   So back we came to Bunda having never found our GB Company - but as far as Winnie and Gloria were concerned, it was a wonderful day.  They are both 10 years old, in the same class at school and best friends, and little chatterboxes.  So they sat in the front and talked all the way.  We explored the school while we waited in vain for people to come.  By the time we set out to look for the next village, they were hungry so we bought some hot mandazis (a bit like a donut without a hole) and they tucked into them.  They enjoyed all the new places we passed and they too had advice about the road.  On our way back, having abandoned our mission, we bought some sugar cane from a passing cyclist.  Then as we approached Bunda, I decided to use the opportunity to visit one of our pastors who was on holiday visiting his mother in his home village.  It is some years since I was last there, but I managed to remember the way and they were very pleased to have an unexpected visit.  So in some ways, I have to agree with my friends Winnie and Gloria, it really was a wonderful safari, even if we never reached our planned destination.

Today we went to a more distant village called Oliyo, for a Sunday service and to introduce Girls’ Brigade.  This time all went according to plan.  I collected my eight excited girls and set out on the main road.  At the crossroads we met up with our driver from the Diocese who took us the rest of the way and negotiated some extremely precarious places much to the delight of all the passengers.  We enjoyed the service and the sharing with the folk there and came home safely from another best ever safari!!

Helen Hoskins

National Secretary

GB Tanzania
England and Wales

“It was amazing to watch children grow in their faith”

Claire
ARISE - Sharing in moments like these, as described by Clare one of our Arise volunteers, is truly special.  It makes all of the effort worthwhile, as God calmly yet powerfully sets about His work.  When we give and live our lives for Him it really is amazing what He can do through, and reveal to us!

The Arise Team have led the children’s work at Easter People and Firm Foundations reaching over 270 Children.

Young Leaders Training & QA Residential - After all sorts of travelling fun, over 100 Young Leaders, Queen’s Award Candidates and leaders arrived at a very comfortable Youth Hostel in York ready for a fast paced and fun packed weekend. 
The QA activities were varied and interactive, including discussion, presentations, debate, team building and makeovers.  The Young Leaders enjoyed 3 challenges, in teams creating games, soap opera’s, discussing, debating, planning and reviewing.

One young leader commented, “I came expecting a holiday with a little training, it has been so much more! It is the beginning of a different life!”

N:Spire a Generation - A Leader’s Training Conference

35 leaders attended this training day with sessions led by Ruth Hassall from CPAS and Shell Perris, author and recording artist.

Together we looked at:

The Generation Game – What the world is really like for teenage girls

Engagement – Based on the world of the modern teenager – how can GB engage its young leaders.

The Mentoring Role – How to work along side young girls and mentor them

More Opportunities – Looking at what GB, Internationally and Nationally has to offer.

Q & A – As ever lots of questions answered on any topic.

Feedback received:

"I want to be younger and full of speech skills - gift of the gab"!! Like the two great speakers!!!!

Mentoring session by Shell was excellent

There are so many things that Brigaders could be doing

A fantastic day - it's been amazing

Appreciation of us as Leaders was a big encouragement.  Thank you!

Thank you for a Very good day.  Please let us have some more!

The Next Training Conference N:Counta. Taking your teenagers beyond boredom, take a look at the world of a Senior.  Encourage them to N:Counta God, each other and their world in a meaningful way.  A mix of practical and teaching sessions. 

Firm Foundations is the annual residential event hosted by BB & GB at Felden Lodge, despite the rain and wind this year, the feedback has been very positive.  Following the worship session on the first night, led by Tony Anthony, over 150 young people committed made a statement of faith!

FF is an amazing event that has changed the lives of many people, opening up options and chances for them to change.

Driving home yesterday, I listened to our young people say over and over, "when we go next year......", their spirits were not dampened by the rain, wet and weather.

It was a magnificent weekend - some real progress for some of our guys.

I loved the way Magnus led worship at this year's FF, and found it a real blessing

It is so exciting to hear the young people talk about the fellowship and the way in which they have been touched by an event and every year we look forward to this trip as a highlight within our calendar.

Thank you for Firm Foundations - our girls certainly enjoyed it! It will make a very special memory for them.

Sharon Brocksom

Communications Director
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