

Hello Everyone,
Apologies for the lateness of this edition of the Newsletter - due to many and varied reasons!
Doesn’t time fly?  I can hardly believe that here in Scotland we are just going into our Autumn and yet in other parts of the world people are enjoying Springtime!
In this edition of the Newsletter we join in the celebrations of GB Singapore who celebrate their 80th Anniversary and Hong Kong who celebrate their 45th Anniversary.
Ann
**********
From our International President
Dear friends,

I am sure by now you are deep in your work for the One Chance Project.  The project is the contact point for all brigade members to be involved in fundraising for a cause that will make a difference in the lives of the young people and women in Cambodia.  We salute our sisters in the Asia Fellowship for all the work they have put into this project already.  The One Chance project is an opportunity for all brigade members to learn about the Asia Fellowship in general and Cambodia in particular.  But even more it is an opportunity for brigade members to impact one life in a positive way!

You see friends, God gives each one of us a chance to love our neighbour in so many different ways - this is the creative God that we serve!  For us in Brigade, our neighbour as an international family at a time like this is Cambodia, so go on and get involved and be a good neighbour.  What can you do if you are not doing something at this time?  Pray.  I am sure 
our sisters in Asia need our prayers to implement the project in a way that does not bring problems to the community, given the situation in the area.  As we have watched on our televisions the happenings in Myanmar (Burma), we cannot pray enough for Asia that brigade leaders will be endowed with wisdom and courage to carry on with the work.  Communicate.  Send an encouraging message or word to the leadership in Asia, so that they know we appreciate the sacrifices they are making to light up the lamp of love in Cambodia.  Sensitize.  Talk about the project whenever you have an opportunity, brigade meetings, parade services, conferences, enrolment services, etc.  Bring awareness to churches, schools or wherever you meet as Brigade about the wonderful work that is being done in Cambodia.

Finally friends, let HOPE be the key to our work.  And by HOPE, I mean - Help Other People Emerge.  There are people around you in your community, church, school or constituency who are looking up to you for a push in life – Rise, Shine – Light up your Nation, and raise the banner of Christ!

Peace, Love and Joy to all of you and yours,

Ruth M Chikasa

International President

The focus of this edition of the Newsletter is on the Asia Fellowship – so enjoy reading about the work going on in that part of the world.
80th Anniversary of The Girls’ Brigade Singapore
As GB Singapore enters its eighth decade, we sense a call to expand on the net-fishing mode by Linking Hearts and Serving Communities.  We believe that this is the season for new methods for an old Message and an unchanging Mission for GB.

In 2006, GB linked up with multiple partners in the “Books for Reading and Water for Living Project” for villages in Cambodia, Kalimantan and Laos. Joining together with members from the Lions Club in Singapore, the Triathlon Family, DHL, Temasek Polytechnic, National University of Singapore and Members of Parliament, the project provided books and clean water to these villages.

In 2007, GB International launched THE ONE CHANCE PROJECT led by GB Singapore to link hearts of GB members around the world to serve the communities in Cambodia – the women and children in the slums, the dump-sties, the villages and the streets.

The timely emergence of leaders and volunteers enabled the creation and delivery of new and exciting programmes for GB Singapore woven around a Framework of 4 imperatives – FUN, FRIENDSHIP, FELLOWSHIP and FULLNESS.

In big and small ways, GB Singapore continues to link our hearts and hands with individuals and their families to serve on short-term and social missions in Cambodia and Kalimantan.  Indeed God’s work done God’s way brought many people for the work of the ministry.  Unknown to us, the Captain of captains brought many women to join our ranks.

Much has been done serving the community together with our partners but much more remains to be done and may we never forget to trust the One who called us to serve by His purpose with His provision, His way.

We celebrate 80 years of God’s faithfulness to The Girls’ Brigade Singapore.  Looking back we are reminded of two constants:  God’s unwavering PROVISION & FAITHFULNESS to the Girls’ Brigade and the changed lives of successive generations of girls and women in Singapore and beyond.

As we look forward to the next lap, we take up the call God has given us to arise as daughters of Sarah to raise and mentor a generation of Esthers – girls who know who and whose they are and why they are here, girls with a sense of purpose in their lives.

We trust Him to enable us to bring up multi-generations of Esthers who have no fear and are committed to doing what is right, to give Dignity and Destiny to girls and women that they may become servant leaders who can change their world and define their time; to be moulders of the next generation of girls.

We will continue to focus on building the servant leadership capacity of our officers and girls who will be passionate about making a positive difference in Singapore and the world.

Ms Hee Piang Chin (Past International President)
Mrs Sally Chew (IVP Asia Fellowship)
Dr Low Guat Tin

**********

GB SINGAPORE
80th ANNIVERSARY DINNER
The night of 18 July 2007 was a night where officers and girls from GB Singapore gathered together and celebrated God’s faithfulness for the last 80 years. The Guest-of-Honour, President of Singapore, Mr S R Nathan graced the occasion with his wife Mrs S R Nathan.  Mrs Nathan is the first patron of the GB Singapore. 

More than 900 people gathered at the Raffles City Convention Centre.  In line with the theme of Linking Hearts, Serving Communities, three projects were launched in aid of girls and women both in Singapore and Cambodia.

PROJECT COM-X

Through Beyond Imagination, GBS launched a new community project, “Project Com-X” that hopes to connect communities and provide training for trainers to equip needy and disadvantaged women with life-skills at the GBS Margaret Tan “T” Room located at the GB HQ. The “T“ Room is where women will be taught T2T (Transition to Transformation) life-skills including spinning, weaving, patchwork, quilting and knitting.

Through this project, social enterprises or social and self-help agencies that have handicraft production can be connected to a community platform for co-operative marketing and distribution through Beyond Imagination‘s existing international distribution channels.
ONE CHANCE PROJECT

GB Singapore is leading this International initiative.  The “One Chance Project” hopes to help girls, women and children in Cambodia by providing them with life-skills training to secure gainful employment and to promote literacy among the children.
GBS has initiated the first wave of this project called - ”Your Small Change, Their Big Change“ -where each GB girl around the world will be going green through recycling and reuse of mineral water bottles to create their own containers or boxes to collect small change from their supporters. The monies collected will then be directed to fund the “T” Houses set up under the “One Chance Project”.  Some 130,000 GB girls worldwide will be activated for this project in 2007.

SUPER NATURAL COLOUR DYE – REVIVING A CAMBODIAN TRADITIONAL SKILL

GBS hopes to save the environment and serve the girls and women in Cambodia through the production of a new book titled “Super Natural Colour Dye – Reviving a Cambodian Traditional Skill”.  President S R Nathan launched this new book at the dinner.

Through this project, GBS hopes to help the womenfolk appreciate what nature has provided and encourage the use of natural dye instead of chemical colours.

Thio Lay Hoon

Executive Director

GB Singapore

**********

EVENTS OF THE YEAR

GB Singapore have walked through the land and crossed borders in their 80 years of ministry.  The theme “Linking Hearts and Serving Communities” was birthed and becomes the theme for the year.

To celebrate God’s faithfulness, a series of events have taken place throughout the year:
Launch – 27 Jan 07

Drill Competition – 17/24 Mar 07

Awards Ceremony & Parade – 21 Apr 07

Flag Day – 26 May 07

Community Day
Celebration Dinner – 18 Jul 07

Prior to the celebrations, a logo and banner competition was held.  The banners accompanied the launch of the 80th Anniversary.

Our celebrations will culminate with our very own GB Family Day.  We are targeting 5,000 members on 1 December 07 for a get-together and thanksgiving worship to praise God for His faithfulness.

Iris Lee
GB Singapore
For full details, you may write to gbhq@gb.org.sg
**********

GB HONG KONG

Training Courses

Several training courses were conducted for young leaders’ training, such as Brigader Brooch. There was also a second round of recruitment for Officers’ Training Course.  God blesses anyone who seeks after Him. 

AGM & 45th Anniversary Thanksgiving Dinner

Pray for the coming AGM and election of the 2007-08 Executive Committee Members.  We will gather the GB family members to review the ongoing development in Hong Kong.

May God bless His people as they seek after Him!

Grace Liang
General Secretary

GB Hong Kong

NEWS FROM THAILAND

National Camps

The Girls’ Brigade and The Young Men’s
Brigade, Thailand

28-30 July 2007 at Hua Hin

Introduction

The National Camps are organised for the purpose of bringing together children and youth who meet weekly in their dispersed locations all over Thailand. Through these National Camps, they learn to live, work and play in harmony with those who may be totally different from themselves.  In recent years, the National Camps have become a platform for the Young Leaders to try out their leadership skills, while being mentored and guided by their officers.

Rumours of Tsunami

Two months before the camps, there were rumours going around of an impending Tsunami originating in Japan and affecting Thailand on the side of the Gulf of Thailand during the July-September period.  This was where our camps were to be held!  All the companies had been informed of the camp and members were looking forward to the event.  But there were the safety issues, parental concerns.  So Tik called the Meteorological Department to check on the possibilities of Tsunami, and they confirmed that it was not to be expected.  After much prayer and consideration, we went ahead with the plans, but were always alert to the weather conditions.  During that time, we had solicited the prayers of fellow believers.

The Camps

By the start of the camps we had around 200 campers for the GB and 70 campers for the YMB. Praise the Lord!  The two camps were held concurrently at two different locations in Hua Hin.  The theme of the camps was “The 3-Strand Cord”, with emphasis on living in harmony with others so as to build a stronger society, just like a 3-strand cord that is hard to break, as compared to a single strand.  Those who went to the camps included some physically and mentally challenged participants and it was good to see how other campers rallied to help them feel included. 
Activities included team games, beach sports, learning how to handle conflicts using the “Cloud Tool”, making Pop-Up cards to give to the Southern provinces in Thailand, foot drill, group talent show, making their own souvenir of 3-strand cord, etc. 

By the way, the campers enjoyed three sunny days at camp!

At the end of the camp, it was amazing how quickly the campers had made new friends in such a short span of three days; they were exchanging addresses and telephone numbers with each other.  For a number of them they were saying goodbye to old friends whom they had got to know through these get-togethers and a number of them also went away with a New Friend, Jesus, whom they had accepted at the camp, when the gospel was shared with them by our invited speaker Pastor Danny Foo. 

All eagerly await the next National Camp in 2009!

- By Vena, Tik & Team

(For a full detail of the report, you may write to Vena and Tik of GB Thailand at: gbthai@ksc.th.com )
No. 25 - September 2007






























































5
4

